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Opening Prayer




Devotion

John 14:1 “Do not et your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.
2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling o'aces. If it were not so, wou'd |
have to!d you that | go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if | go and prepare a
p'ace for you, | will come again and will take you to myse!f, so that where | am,
there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where | am going.” 5
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we
know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “l am the way, and the truth, and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my
Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

Devotion continued

John 14:8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we wil! be satisfied.”
9 Jesus said to him, “Have | been with you all this rime, Philip, and you sti!l do not
know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us
the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in
me? The words that | say to you | do not speak on my own; but the Father who
dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that | am in the Father and the Father
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12
Very truly, | tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that | do
and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because | am going to the Father. 13
| will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the
Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for anything, | will do it.
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Devotion Continued

® Why did Jesus need to ascend?

@ Greater things

My Hopes

We pray
We meet

We discern a mission/vision o a form of a

compelling story

We discern next steps (worship, missions,
outreach, discipleship) that are low stakes
(unless we discern a BHAG)
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My Hopes Continued

We discern a discipleshp process
We discern aleadershp traoning process

We thrive in God’s purpose for us

Session One

What does a thriving/healthy
church look like
How do we get there

« Mission

« Vision
Mission and vision as a story
Pathway for discernment

+ Prayer

+ Questions
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Session Two

o Mission and Vision
o Values
o Defining Goals
o Church Structure
o Church Schedule
o Discipleship Pathway

Session Three

o Church Life Cycles
o SWOT Analysis
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Session Four

Demographics

@

Elizabethtown

Session Five

Reaching the next generation




Session Six

Session Seven

If we could do
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47CWhen thou shalt vow a
vow unto the Lord thy God)
{ihou shait not sla:l\tu yay
11: forthe Lord-thy G
] mll surelr reqmre

DEAR FRIEND: =
THE STRENGTH OF OUR SOCIETY LIES IN' THE VOLUNTARY COV HICH WE HAVE

EACH ASSUMED,AND WHICH 1S BASED UPON THESE WORDS OF OUR CONSTITUTION:

ALLTHE ACTIVE MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY SHALL BE PRESENT AT EVERY MEETING, UNLESS DETA!NED BY SOME AB-
SOLUTE NECESSITY, AND EACH ONE SHALL TAKE SOME PART, HOWEVER SLIGHT. IN EVI

ONCE EACH MONTH ACDNSECRAHON MEETING SHALL BE HELD, AT WHICH EACH ACTIVE MEMBER SHALL SPEAK CONCERN-
ING HIS PROGRESS IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE, OR RENEW HIS YOWS OF CONSECRATION,

IF ANY MEMBER OF THE SOCIETY 1S ABSENT FROM THE MONTHLY CONSECRATION MEETING AND FAILS TO SEND AN
EXCUSE THE LOOKOUT COMMITTEE IS EXPECTED TO TAKE THE NAME OF SUCH A ONE, AND,INA KINDLY AND BROTH-
ERLY SPIRIT ASCERTAIN THE REASON FOR THE ABSENCE

IN THE KINDLIEST SPIRIT OF BROTHERLY LOVE WE SEND YOU THIS CARD TO REMIND YOU THAT WE DID
NOT HEAR YOUR VOICE AT OUR LAST MONTHLY MEETIN
WE ARE SORRY TONOTE YOUR ABSENCE, AND HOPE YOU WILL BE WITH US AT EACH SUCCEEDING MEET

ING.
OUR NEXT ROLL-CALL WILL OCCUR ON
AND WE HOPE YOU WILL BE PRESENT OR SEND A MESSAGE.

Yours for Christian Endeavor
Lookout CoMmMmMITTEE.

God's Ours



Session Eight

An Outside View

Session Nine

Mission and Vision Part I

REASONS 1O

) REPEAT 1
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Opening Thought

#1 Wall Street Journal Bestseller
© StoryBrand Podcast
DONALD /V\ ILLER
- If you confused...you lose
Noise in the enemy

Creating a clear message is the best

way to grow your business

Use the 7 Elements of Great Storytelling to Grow Your Business|

Discernments from October

For me the mission of the church is to encourage otbers by sharing the goodness of God that
brings inner peace

To meet all peoples where they are and sbare God's love to beal the brokenness in/of our world -
Maryann Horner

Leading people to Jesus to praise and serve God according to bis purpose-Wendy

Tbe cbutch being our center in a cbaotic world...the church being a welcoming place in a chaotic
world-Cathy

Connecting people to Jesus

Connecting people to God
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Discernments from October continued

« Making Jesus real to our community

+ Being Good News for Middletown by creating moments of gratitude,
joy, and community

« Offering Jesus to Middletown one person at a time

+ Experiencing the life changing love of Jesus in our time together and

in our community

Discernments from October continued

» Sharing the life changing love of Jesus with Middletown
» Growing in love with God, our community, and the world together
- Laboring in faith, growing in love, offering hope to our community
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Time to discuss mission and vision

Are we willing to meet again?
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Closing Thought

John 15:1 “l am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2 He removes
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes® to
make it bear more fruit. 3 You have already been cleansed?® by the word that I have
spoken to you. 4 Abide in me as | abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit
by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5 [ am
the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and | in them bear much
fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6 Whoever does not abide in me
is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into
the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.

Closing Thought continued

8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become?® my disciples.
9 As the Father has loved me, so | have loved you; abide in my love. 10 If you keep
my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as | have kept my Father's

commandments and abide in his love. 11 | have said these things to you so that my

joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.

John 15:12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved

you.
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Closing Thought continued

® Connected to the vine
® Bearing Fruit

¢ Enveloped in love

Closing Prayer




